NG ‘What is happening about the preschool?’
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<  This is a question | am frequently asked around the village and local area.
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o] :"*‘ — As we are now in the final half-term of the school year and the plans for
& RMOP’s future are well developed, this seems a good time to update

Oop PRE""O everyone.

As you know, RMOP is obliged to vacate our current site by the end of July. We have been offered
an alternative site in the grounds of Wentworth Grange, the residential care home in Riding
Mill. We are very excited about the prospect of being one of the first intergenerational settings in
Northumberland. However, due to the need for specific ecological surveys and other local planning
requirements, we will not be able to move to the Wentworth Grange site by September 2026, as
we had originally hoped.

Remaining at the Broomhaugh C of E First School site for up to a further year is not possible so
we have been working hard behind the scenes for the last six months to secure an interim solution.

From September 2026, we plan to operate from the Millennium Hall and will use the Spinney for
outdoor learning. The Parish Council has been wonderfully supportive and helpful in allowing us
the exclusive use of the Spinney. Likewise, the trustees of the Village Halls Trust have done
everything possible to ensure we have kitchen and toilet facilities, storage and also an indoor space
if the weather is especially inclement. We anticipate that the children will continue to spend the
majority of their time outside exploring nature. This interim solution will ensure that RMOP can
remain operational until our new site is ready. Of course, we will continue to visit Wentworth Grange
regularly to maintain and strengthen our partnership with our future neighbours!

As you would expect, comprehensive risk assessments will be implemented for the new
arrangements from September 2026, with particular attention given to ensuring children's safety
when moving between sites. We have notified Ofsted of these proposed arrangements and are
awaiting their approval. We expect to receive their response before the end of the current academic
year.

So currently we have three separate projects on the go: clearing the existing site, making all the
arrangements for the interim plan and submitting the planning application for the Wentworth
Grange site. Each of these on its own would be enough to keep our small committee occupied so
we are very lucky to have the support of our fantastic staff, parents (present and past) and village
supporters.

Throughout this whole journey, we have been heartened by the willingness of our community to
support RMOP in all sorts of ways. The most recent fundraiser, the Comedy Night on 6™ June,
added around £1900 to the funds. Huge thanks to Mickey Hutton and his friends for giving freely
of their time; a great time was had by all. We are well-placed for the expenditure required for the
shutting down of the site and the interim arrangements at the Spinney. Once the planning
permission for Wentworth Grange is achieved, we anticipate that grant applications and our own
fundraising will go ahead full steam to add to the funds we have already raised.

If you have any questions, comments or offers of help (particularly if you could offer storage space
for equipment that we can’t use at the Spinney but will need at WG) please feel free to contact me
via email at chair@rmop.co.uk. — or just continue to divert me on my wanderings around the village!

Thank you, from the whole RMOP team, for your ongoing interest and support at this uniquely
challenging but also very exciting time!

Carole Smith on behalf of RMOP Trustees
Jen Stephenson, Alex Wade, Angus McVittie, Beth Armstrong
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