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Dear Parents/Carers,  
  
As we enter the final half-term at our current site, we are writing to update you on the 
progress of our plans for September 2026 and beyond.  
  
As you know, we have been offered an alternative site in the grounds of Wentworth Grange, 
a residential care home in Riding Mill.  We are very excited about the prospect of being one 
of the first intergenerational settings in Northumberland. However, due to the need for 
specific ecological surveys and other local planning requirements, we will not be able to 
move to the Wentworth Grange site by September 2026, as we had originally hoped. 
 
We have been informed that remaining at the Broomhaugh C of E First School site is not 
possible, and so have been working hard behind the scenes to secure an interim solution.  
  
From September 2026, we plan to operate from the Millennium Hall (Church Lane, Riding 
Mill).  We will use the Spinney, a community woodland area nearby, for outdoor learning. We 
anticipate that the children will continue to spend the majority of their time outside exploring 
nature. If the weather is especially inclement, indoor space will be available thanks to the 
Village Halls Trust. Of course, we will continue to visit Wentworth Grange regularly to 
maintain and strengthen our partnership with our future neighbours! 
 
To allow staff time to set up and pack down the Spinney each day, our opening hours 
will be slightly reduced (subject to review).  Children will be welcomed from 8.30am 
and will need to be collected by 4.00pm.  
 
As you would expect, a comprehensive risk assessment will be implemented for the new 
arrangements, with particular attention given to ensuring children's safety when moving 
between sites. We have also notified Ofsted of these proposed arrangements and are 
awaiting their approval. We expect to receive their response before the end of the current 
academic year. 
We would welcome any questions or feedback you may have. Please feel free to contact us 
via email at admin@rmop.co.uk.  
We are very grateful to the Parish Council and Village Halls Trust for their amazing support; 
we have been heartened by the willingness of our community to work with RMOP to ensure it 
can remain operational until our new site is ready. 
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding at this uniquely challenging but also 
very exciting time! 

 
Yours sincerely 
  
Carole Smith, Jen Stephenson, Alex Wade, Angus McVittie, Beth Armstrong 
RMOP Trustees  
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